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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY - PART 6
Appilcation: How should it change me?
In  observation  we  are  attempting  to  discern  what  the  text  says.  In  interpretation  we're 
attempting to discern what the text means. In application we are asking how what we've learned 
should impact our day-to-day life. How should it change me?

Contrary to popular belief, the Bible is not a self-help book telling us how to be good Christians. 
The Bible is primarily about God and what He has already done. Our goal is to get to know this 
God and what He has done so that we might love Him and be transformed into His likeness. So as 
we move into application, we must resist the urge to apply the Bible in works-based ways (try-
harder, do-better philosophies) that are contrary to the central message of God's Word. 

3 Primary Applications 

Prayer
Good Bible reading should naturally lead to prayer, to talking with God about what you read. Our 
prayer could sound like any of the follow: confession, thanksgiving, intercession, or supplication 
(asking God to work on your behalf). Use what you read in the Bible as a springboard to talk with 
your Father, thanking God for who He is, asking God to change your heart in accordance with 
what you've read in His word.

Repentance
In Isaiah 6:1-5, the prophet Isaiah gets a vibrant and clear picture of God. The result? “Woe is me!” 
Seeing  God  clearly  will  always  expose  our  indwelling  depravity.  And  therefore,  knowing  God 
requires repentance.

Repentance is a change of direction, a turning from something to God. To most, repentance is 
simply the required action when we outwardly sin. But the clearer we see God in the Word, the 
more apparent it is that we need to repent of our entire self-loving, self-dependent nature, whether 
it has acted out or not. Knowing Him exposes our self-centered nature and reveals our need to 
cling to Him continually in repentance.

Repentance is not something to avoid, as if it is proof that we failed. Rather, repentance ought to 
be the posture of the Christian because it  is  not primarily  about fleeing from something,  but 
clinging to Something. If we are not actively clinging to God, we will be clinging to self. Even 
though your goal might be holiness, if self is what you choose to accomplish this (i.e. working 
harder to keep the rules, creating new systems to not sin, etc.), you sever yourself from Christ and 
have fallen from grace. (Gal 5:4).
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Worship
Genuine worship is a response. How can we worship God if we have nothing to respond to? Joyful 
worship of God begins with putting the source of that joy into clearer view. This is what our Bible 
reading is doing: putting God on display so that our hearts' affections would be kindled.

If we want hearts that are satisfied in God, overflowing with the hope of life with God in heaven, 
amazed at His grace, if we want hearts that see the depth of our spiritual poverty (our sin) and the 
goodness of God’s provision (his Son), it requires the hard work of seeing God in the Word. In His 
presence is the fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11)! The Bible is one of God’s means to fan the flame of joy!

Application Questions 

• Do I have any incorrect thoughts about God that need to change?

• Is there something to worship God for or thank Him for?

• Is this passage exposing sin, namely self-trust or self-worship, that needs to be confessed? 

• Where is repentance (turning from self and clinging to God) needed?

• Is this passage revealing a truth about God or the Gospel of Jesus Christ that I need to believe?

• What false beliefs must I turn from?

• What would my life look like if I believed the meaning of this text? How different is that from 
my life now?

• What actions steps do I need to take – empowered by the Holy Spirit – today?

✦ Make your application specific to your life, not just a general principle.

✦ Make your application realistic and doable.

• Is there someone to pray for or something to pray about?

• Is there a verse or passage on which to memorize or meditate?

• Who can I share this with?
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