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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY - PART 5
Interpretation: Guidelines & Methods
In  observation  we  are  attempting  to  discern  what  the  text  says.  In  interpretation  we're 
attempting  to  discern  what  the  text  means.  To understand the  meaning,  we  must  first  ask 
thoughtful questions of the text and then appropriately answer those questions. The first order of 
business  in understanding the meaning of  a  text  is  to understand it  within its  proper context 
within the Bible. Once we have made sure to understand the context, we can proceed to learning 
some guidelines for interpretation and some methods of interpretation.

Guidelines for Interpretation 

1. Understand the context

2. Understand the author's intended meaning for the original audience

3. Interpret scripture in accordance with its literary form (history, poetry, prophecy, letter, etc.)

4. Interpret the passage literally unless figurative language is used

5. Let scripture interpret scripture

6. Interpret the passage in light of the full counsel of the Bible

7. Give clear passages of scripture more weight than obscure passages

Methods of Interpretation 

GET FAMILIAR WITH THE CONTEXT 

• Look for important clues in the sections before and after the verse in question.

DEFINE KEY WORDS 

• Look up unfamiliar english words in a dictionary (www.dictionary.com orDictionary app)

• Look up unfamiliar key words in a Bible dictionary (http://www.biblestudytools.com/
dictionaries/)

• Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology

• Easton's Bible Dictionary
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REREAD THE PASSAGE 

• Sometimes the answers to our questions become apparent after rereading several times. This is 
helpful in understanding the order of events, who said what, and how one idea relates to another.

• Make sure you understand the grammatical structure of the verse or paragraph you are studying.

STUDY CROSS REFERENCES 

• Some Bibles will reference other verses that relate to the one you are studying in the margins. 

• If this is not the case, you can see a list of cross references by using an online tool like 
biblestudytools.com. Pull up the chapter of scripture you are studying, click the setting button 
(looks like a gear wheel), and check the box titled CROSS REFERENCES. This will add little 
blue numbers next to different phrases in the passage. If you click this number, it will show you 
verses that are related to that phrase.

LOOK UP BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

• If you have a study Bible, read the introduction page to the book you are reading.

• Commentaries are helpful in providing this information as well. Some recommendations include:

• Dr. Constable's Notes at soniclight.com. Select STUDY NOTES, and then the book you are 
studying. Read the introduction to the book for background information.

• Matthew Henry's Commentary (http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-
henry-complete/)

• Other commentaries can be found at http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/

• The ESV Study Bible has some really valuable tools as well that are available online with 
purchase.

USE THE REST OF THE BIBLE 

• Use a concordance or Bible app to search for other passages to give you insight into certain 
topics or themes in the chapter you are studying. 

• Look up passages you are already familiar with that relate to what you are studying.
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