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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY - PART 4
Interpretation: Understanding the Context
In  observation  we  are  attempting  to  discern  what  the  text  says.  In  interpretation  we're 
attempting  to  discern  what  the  text  means.  We cannot  understand  what  it  means  without 
knowing the context of the book of the Bible it is in. The Bible was written in books, not in verses. 
And so it should be read in books, not verses. 

Think of the Bible as a library. A collection 
of 66 individual books of different literary 
styles. Some books are historical, some are 
poetic,  some  are  letters,  and  some  are 
prophecy. But all are telling the one unified 
story of God— the story of His redemption 
of  His  people  through  His  Son.  Because 
these books support one another and build 
on  one  another,  it  is  important  to  work 
towards gaining a comprehensive knowledge 
of them.

The  Old  Testament  informs  the  New 
Testament and the New Testament informs 
the Old. Both are needed. Only reading the 
New Testament  is  like  meditating  on  the 
answers  without  fully  understanding  the 
questions. Only reading the Old Testament 
can leave us with a murky view into God’s 
redemptive  plan.  Paul  tells  us  that  “all 
Scripture is...profitable” (2 Timothy 3:16). And Jesus made it clear that all of the Scripture testifies 
of Him: “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (Luke 24:27) This means we are to read all of the Bible, 
and read it in light of the ultimate redemptive purposes of God in Jesus. 

Guidelines for Interpreting Prophecy 

The Biblical concept of prophecy means "to speak forth the mind and counsel of God." According 
to this definition, all Scripture is in a sense prophecy. An old testament prophet was someone God 
raised up as a mouthpiece to His people in a specific time in history.

1. Understand the historical context of the message.
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2. A prophet did not always indicate intervals of time between events, not did they always write in 

chronological order.

3. There are several different points in time or history that a prophet could have been speaking 
about. And often they go back and forth between them without notice.

Understanding Figurative Language 

It's important to interpret figurative language appropriately. Not everything in the Bible is meant 
to be taken literally, but all of it is meant to be taken seriously and as the Word of God. Often, the 
prophetic books are full of poetic and figurative language. 

Type of Figurative Language Definition Example

Simile an expressed comparison between 2 
different things or ideas

"Ephraim is like a dove, silly and 
without sense." (7:11)

Metaphor An implied comparison between two 
different things

"Ephraim is a cake not turned." (7:8)

Hyperbole A deliberate exaggeration for effect or 
emphasis

"Every evil of theirs is in 
Gilgal..." (9:15)

Metonymy One word or phrase is substituted for 
another with which it's closely 
associated

"...for the land commits great 
whoredom." (1:2)

Synecdoche Using a part to represent the whole or 
the whole for a part

"What shall I do with you, O 
Ephraim?" (6:4) 

Personification An inanimate object or abstraction is 
given human qualities or abilities

"...for the land commits great 
whoredom" (1:2)

Allegory a descriptive of one things using the 
image of another

"Go again, love a woman who is loved 
by another man and is an adulteress, 
even as the Lord loves the children of 
Israel, though they turn to other 
gods..." (3:1)
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