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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY - PART 3
Interpretation: Asking Questions
In  observation  we  are  attempting  to  discern  what  the  text  says.  In  interpretation  we're 
attempting to discern what the text means. 

To clarify, we are not asking the question, "what does the text mean to me?". Although every text 
can be applied in many ways, it can only have one meaning. And the text cannot mean something 
now that it did not mean to the original audience. Every text has a cultural or historical context. 
We have  to  fight  against  reading  the  Bible  from a  21st  century  western  perspective  and  put 
ourselves in the shoes of the author, seeking to understand the Bible from their vantage point.

For example, Jeremiah 29:11 (“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”) is written to the recently-exiled Israelites 
who, one verse prior, were told they would be forced to remain exiles for 70 years. If this promise 
from God meant exile before blessing to the original audience, we cannot assume God’s plans for 
our future will be devoid of hardship either. To rightly interpret a text we have to discern what the 
author intended the text to mean to the original audience. Only then can we accurately apply it to 
our own lives.

Asking Questions 

It might be helpful to think of interpretation like doing detective work. A good detective always 
asks questions of the data he's collected. Asking and answering questions is how we make sense of 
the world around us. The same is true in studying the Bible. Making observations will naturally 
lead to asking questions. To help you strengthen this muscle even more, here are some example 
questions you could ask of any text:

WHO is... 
...this about?

...accomplishing the action?

...benefiting from the action?

WHAT is the...
...meaning of this word?

...significance of this phrase?

...main point of this passage?

...relationship between these 
phrases?

WHEN... 
...will these events happen?

...did this happen?

WHY... 
...did the author choose this 
word?

...did the author not say ___?

...this person?

...at this time?

...will this happen?

WHERE... 
...did or will this happen?

...was this said?

...was this person from?

HOW... 
...will this happen?

...is it to be done?

...was this accomplished?

�1


