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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY - PART 2
Observation: The Art of Noticing

TASK 2 - Write Observations for Each Verse 

A common tendency when approaching God’s Word is to rush to conclusions and applications 
without taking the time to first simply see what it is saying. The Bible was certainly given to us for 
application’s sake (2 Timothy 3:16), but we run the risk of mis-applying if we don’t first slow down 
and take the time to observe.

In Part 1 we learned how to “mark up” a passage of Scripture, giving our eyes a better chance to see 
patterns, key words and the author’s flow of thought. Now it’s time to get to the work of actually 
making observations. To observe is to ask the question, “what does the text say?”. Our observations 
might identify people, places, or events, point out repeated words or key terms, record important 
connections between words and sentence, or even identify something missing that we expected to 
see. These should not be statements about what a given text means (interpretation) but rather the 
plain information that the words are communicating. Think of it this way, if someone who knew 
nothing of Christianity and had never read the Bible couldn’t have observed it, then it is not an 
observation. 

Let’s take one short verse as an example of observation and how it’s distinguished from 
interpretation. Consider the following verse:

“But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at My 
word.” Isaiah 66:2

If we read quickly and jump to application we might conclude this: I should be more humble. But 
that is missing the main point of this verse. Here are 10 observations we can make about this verse 
that will help us accurately see what it is saying: 

1. "My" is capitalized.

2. God looks to a specific someone

3. The one God looks to is described as humble, contrite, and someone who trembles at His 
word

4. “And” is used twice between the descriptors “humble,” “contrite,” and “trembles at My word” 
showing they are related, not contrasted 

5. There are two action verbs in this sentence: look and tremble. 

6. God is the one who looks 
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7. “He” is the one who trembles 

8. The trembling is caused by God’s word 

9. The humility and contrition described is specifically stated to be “in spirit” 

10. “My” is a possessive word, showing the “word” belongs to God 

As we consider these 10 observations, it’s easier to see that the verse is more about the character 
and preferences of God than it is about how we ought to behave. If we skip too quickly to 
application, we will miss much of the depth and purpose of the text. 

The more you practice this discipline, the more it will become second nature as you read the Bible.

TASK 3 - List 2-3 Primary Themes You See in the Passage 

A primary theme is the main idea, the central truth or command that the passage focuses on. It’s 
important for your theme to be brief, perhaps a short sentence or even a single word. Identifying 
these themes early in your study will give you conceptual “handlebars” to hold onto and will help 
you grasp the author’s direction and intentions quicker.

HOMEWORK: Read chapters 5-6 at least 3 times. Attempt to write a theme for each chapter.

GOING DEEPER: Read about the history of Israel during this time in 2 Kings 14:23-20:21 and 2 
Chronicles 26-32. Learn about Jeroboam I (1 Kings 11:29-14:20) and why he is significant in Israel's 
history
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