
Sept. 17, 2016

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY - PART I
Observation: The Art of Noticing

By far the most important discipline anyone can exercise while studying the Bible is the that of 
observing the text. Incidentally, it is the most overlooked and difficult to do. This is because, 
ironically, it is so simple. Observation is the art of noticing. As we look at the words of our Bible, 
observation asks us to see what the text says. That’s all. Though it is important for us to draw out 
practical applications for our daily lives, we will never pull out the proper applications unless we 
first know what the author is getting at in the first place. Therefore, we begin by noticing as much 
as possible within the text we are studying.

Begin with prayer. It is the indwelling Holy Spirit who guides us into all truth (John 16:13), who takes 
the things of God and reveals them to us (2 Timothy 2:7).  Always ask God to teach you as you open the 
Scriptures.

TASK 1 – Mark Up the Passage 

If observation is the art of noticing, then marking up the passage is a helpful way to set our eyes up 
for success. Words on a page don’t initially jump out at us as we read. Repeated phrases, command 
verbs, subjects and objects often hide within a sea of grammar. At a glance, important observations 
remain veiled to us unless we have a visual aide. Marking up the passage is that aide. It turns flat 
words into a more interactive image, almost like a painting.

As we begin underlining, boxing and circling, our eyes drift to those things which demand our 
attention most in the text. Below are the principles we will employ for this first task.*

1. Underline all verbs.  A verb is a word or group of words used to indicate either that an action 
takes place (“God raised us up”) or that a state or condition exists (“you were dead”).  Verbs are 
often the most significant indicators of the author’s flow of thought. 

2. Double underline command verbs. It’s often helpful to distinguish between declarative 
verbs (“God is love”) and imperative or command verbs (“Preach the word”) by double-underlining 
the imperatives.

3. Circle key words or phrases.  These are words or short phrases that are important 
theologically (like “transgressions”, “mercy”, “gospel”, “righteousness”) or thematically set the 
theme or main idea for the passage. 
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4. Highlight repeated words or phrases. These are words that show up multiple times in the 
passage you are studying. Repeated words or phrases are one of the surest indicators of the 
passage’s main idea.

5. Box connecting words. These important words indicate the logical connection between 
words, phrases, and clauses.  Here are eight types of common connecting words to look for:

COMPARISON: either points out similarities between two or more related ideas or 
simply joins like ideas.  Comparison words include: and, like, as, just as, also, so also, even 
so (example)

CONTRAST: points out dissimilarities between ideas.  Contract words include: but, 
rather, yet, however

PURPOSE: indicates the intended goal of an idea or action, whether or not it was realized.  
Purpose words include: that, so that, in order that

RESULT: very similar to “purpose,” but indicates the actual consequence, whether or not it 
was intended.  Result words include: that, so that, as a result, with the result that 

CAUSE: expresses the basis or cause of an action.  Cause words include: because, since, and 
sometimes for

EXPLANATION: what follows further explains the previous idea, giving reasons why it is 
true, why it occurred, or simply adding additional information.  Look for the key word for

INFERENCE: provides a logical consequence, conclusion, or summary to the previous 
discussion.  Inference words include: therefore, for this reason

CONDITION: presents a condition that must occur before a certain action or conclusion 
can occur.  The statement may or may not reflect reality (it could be hypothetical).  Key 
word is if

6. Look for Lists and number them. Making lists can be one of the most enlightening things 
you do as you study a section of scripture.  Lists reveal truths and highlight important concepts.  
Identify and number simple lists in the text.  This may include a lot of phrases describing one 
action or instructions regarding how to do something.

  
  

*Many of these methods have been adapted from the Inductive Bible Studies taught at Grace Bible Church in College Station, TX
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