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4 REASONS TO GROW IN YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S WORD 

1. "The heart cannot love what the mind does not know." - Jen Wilkin

• Mark 12:29 

2. We become like what we behold.

• 2 Corinthians 3:18 

3. There is good work to be done.

• 2 Timothy 3:16-17

4. Our joy is made sturdier.

• John 15:11

BREAKING DOWN BAD HABITS 

From "Why Bible Study Doesn't Transform Us," by Jen Wilkin

• The Xanax approach - treating the Bible as if it exists to make us feel better

• Problem: "It makes the Bible a book about us. We ask how the Bible can serve us, rather 
than how we can serve the God it proclaims."

• The Pinball Approach - reading whatever you happen to turn to 

• Problem: "We treat the Bible with less respect than we would give to a simple textbook."

• The Magic 8 Ball Approach - randomly reading something for an answer

• Problem: "The Bible is not magical, and it does not serve our whim. We ask the Bible to 
tell us what to do rather than who to be."

• The Personal Shopper Approach - doing only topical studies on topics you're interested in

• Problem: "Doesn't help you build ownership of the Scripture. You gain a fragmentary 
knowledge of many books of the Bible but mastery of none."

• Jack Sprat Approach - picky eating; only reading what you prefer, avoiding everything else

• Problem: "We need a balanced diet to grow to maturity"
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I'd like to add a few: 

• Personal Righteousness Approach - reading your Bible as a way to please God

• Problem: The Bible is not a way of salvation in and of itself. Reading and obeying it cannot 
produce the righteousness needed to please God. (John 5:39-40)

• Rabbit's Foot Approach - assuming Bible reading will somehow help you have a better day

• Problem: The Bible is not a lucky charm. It is not magical. It is not meant to help us have 
better life. It's meant to show us God. 

INTRODUCTION TO HOSEA 

Where does it fit in the storyline of the Bible?
GENESIS

• Adam & Eve - creation and fall

• God calls Abraham (Israel becomes a nation)

• Israel is set apart to make God known among the nations

• Famine leads Abraham's grandson, Jacob, to Egypt

EXODUS

• 400 years later Moses delivers them from slavery

LEVITICUS, NUMBERS, DEUTERONOMY

• Because of unbelief, they wandered in the desert for 40 years

JOSHUA

• Finally Joshua leads them into the promise land of Canaan

JUDGES

• They don't wipe out all of the previous inhabitants as commanded, but begin to co-inhabit in the 
land with them.

• Israel's begins a downward spiral into sin and evil as a result of influence by their foreign 
neighbors. At the end of Judges, they want a king so they can be like all the other nations around 
them, effectively rejecting God who has functioned as their national king.
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1 & 2 SAMUEL

• Israel's gets her first two kings, Saul and David.

1 & 2 KINGS and 1 & 2 CHRONICLES

• A record of the following kings. Things generally go from bad to worse, with a few exceptions. 
The nation splits in two with the reign of David's grandson, Rehoboam: Israel in the north and 
Judah in the south. Eventually, due to their continued worship of other gods, they are taken 
captive and exiled into foreign lands by 3 different empires(Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian).

EZRA, NEHEMIAH, ESTHER

• These historical books happen as a remnant of Israel is returning to their homeland after their 
time in exile.

BOOKS OF PROPHECY

• Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. These books are written by the prophets 
who lived in the times of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles and were prophesying as Israel was about to 
be taken into exile.

NOTES ON HOSEA 1:1-2 
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HOMEWORK: Read Hosea 1-3 at least 3 times.

GOING DEEPER: Read the entire book of Hosea and write a 1 sentence summary.



September 10, 2016

LEADER DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Small Group Time 1 

1. Where are you with Bible study currently? How do you spend time with God?

2. What are the biggest road blocks for you of getting into the Word?

3. Why are you taking this course? What are you hoping to get out of it?

4. Do you relate to any of the list of bad approaches to the Bible? 

5. Of the 4 reasons listed to grow in a knowledge of the Word, which one resonates with you 
most? Any you never considered before?

6. Do you struggle to keep the Gospel in mind as you study the Word?

Small Group Time 2 

1. Have you ever read Hosea before? If so, what did you learn?

2. How does it make a difference to see where it fits in the bigger picture of the Bible?

3. Does the harsh tone of the first couple verses intimidate you? Excite you? Distress you?

4. When have you experienced apathy toward God? How do you feel to know it's so offensive to 
Him?

5. How do you think Hosea felt hearing what God was asking of him?

SPEND TIME PRAYING TOGETHER TO CLOSE.
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